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is sometimes, but erroneously, pronounced
leerd. General practice, both, in England
and America, requires that e should be pro-
nounced as in were, and I know of no rule
opposed to the practice." He objects to
the innovation of woond for wound, and
enters upon a long discussion of the pro-
nunciation of nature, finally falling back
upon his countrymen's natur.

Webster inculcated his views on orthog-
raphy and pronunciation upon all occasions.
He wrote, he lectured, he pressed home his
doctrines upon persons and assemblies. He
was one of the first to perceive the impor-
tance of getting his principles adopted in
printing-houses. Long after the time of
which I am writing he continued to act as
a missionary in philology. The present
printer of " Webster's Dictionary " remem-
bers that when he was a boy of thirteen,
working at the case in Burlington, Ver-
mont, a little pale-faced man came into the
office a.nd handed him a printed slip, saying,
" My lad, when you use these words, please
oblige me by spelling them as here: theater,
center," etc. It was Noah Webster travel-
ing about among the printing-offices, and